
 
First Sunday of Advent, 2020 

Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
The Candle of Hope Sherrie Little    
Gracious God, 
Your vision of peace and wholeness 
   Comes to us in sweeping revelations 

And in tiny signs of hope. 
Kindle our hearts that we may be a hopeful people. 

Keep us from growing weary of waiting 
Lest we miss the glory of your appearing. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

Welcome  Pastor Chris 
 
Hymn   Gather Us In  

     

1. Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 

2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 

3. Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
 



Signs of Peace   Sherrie Little  
We do not have peace as the world has peace, we have peace because Christ’s peace dwells with us. Take a 
moment to bless someone in your life with the peace of Christ. May the peace of Christ be with you this 
day.  
 
Children’s Time  
 
PsalmMeditation Psalm 80, Sherrie Little 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
   you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 
forth 
   before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
   and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, 
   how long will you be angry with your people’s 
prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

   and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbours; 
our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
But let your hand be upon the one at your right 
hand, 
   the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
Then we will never turn back from you; 
   give us life, and we will call on your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 
Hymn  Come and Find the Quiet Center  

 

Come and find the quiet center 
     in the crowded life we lead, 
          find the room for hope to enter, 
               find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, 
     clear our eyes, that we can see 
          all the things that really matter, 
               be at peace, and simply be. 

Silence is a friend who claims us, 
     cools the heat and slows the pace, 
          God it is who speaks and names us, 
               knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, 
     lifting shades to show the sun, 
          raising courage when we're shrinking, 
               finding scope for faith begun. 

In the Spirit let us travel, 
     open to each other's pain, 
          let our loves and fears unravel, 
               celebrate the space we gain: 
there's a place for deepest dreaming, 
     there's a time for heart to care, 
          in the Spirit's lively scheming 
               there is always room to spare! 

 



 
Our Prayers    
Remember to reach out to and pray for those who are listed in our bulletin. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn      All is Well, Jim Wilcox 
 
Word Rev. Tony Love, Assistant to the Bishop 
‘But in those days, after that suffering,                    Mark 13: 24-37 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 
that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when 
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’    
 
The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 
Mission Moment 
Because of your generosity, Eastport United Methodist Church was able to give 40 $50 Gift Cards for Giant 
Grocery store to local elementary schools to distribute to families that may need help this year. I give thanks 
that we are able to give generously, a total of $2,000, to support our community.  
 
Invitation to Giving 
Freely we have received; freely we give, with gratitude and joy. Mail or drop off your offering to the church or 
use safe and secure online giving at eastportumc.org/give At that same web address, you can submit your 
estimate of giving for 2021 year, our Admin Council will be working on the budget for the coming year. 
 
Gracious God, you provide us with hope in a world plagued by despair. Receive these gifts that 
will be transformed into messages and acts of hope to people in our community. Thank you God, 
for this opportunity to be your stewards of hope. In the name of Jesus, the bearer of good news, 
we pray. Amen. 
 
Hymn The King of Glory Comes  

 
Benediction + Sending  
May the God of mercy keep you, 
The Holy Spirit fill you with hope, 
And Christ in glory greet you, 
Now and at the day of his coming. Amen. 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

1 Who is the King of glory; What shall we call him? 
He is Immanuel, the promised of ages. 

Refrain: The King of glory comes, the nation 
rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

2 In all of Galilee, in city or village, 
he goes among his people, curing their illness. 

4 He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen. 
And he will share with us his heavenly kingdom. 

https://www.eastportumc.org/give


Postlude  
Our Prayers & Concerns   

Please pray for and care for the following: 
 

Leona Bergsman, Norman Jones, Marie Sims, Betty Storton,  
Anita Andrews, Ann Rawls, Ernie Mutschler, 

Donna Nuckles, Barbara Hiller 
 

Please pray for: 
Submit prayer requests by calling or emailing the church office or by using the online check-in form. Each 
request remains for a month unless submitted again. 
 
For those suffering from and those recovering from coronavirus. 
Jill Peddicord is recovering from knee surgery. 
Tommy Eicher’s good friend Jason Bennett. 
Joseph Martorano, friend of JoAnn’s, with an unknown illness.   
Raymond "Buddy" Finkle, health issues. 
For Wendy Edstrom and Family, grieving the loss of her mother. 
Ellie Helmstetter, a friend of Barbara Nutwell, has a very serious infection.  
Maria, Ramell and Parker, JoAnn’s niece and family, who’ve tested positive for Covid (asymptomatic) 
Dawn Goodnow. 
Joanne Cristofel’s friend Amy, very sick with COVID-19. 
Anita Andrews’ health is struggling. 
Mitch Krebs’ mother recently died, his father’s health is failing as well. Barbara’s stepmother recently 
received a cancer diagnosis. 
Kathy Volz’ cousin Kevin Boettcher and others going through treatments for cancer. 
Peg Smyth, a friend of Cyndi and David Councell, who broke her hip. 
  
 

         Upcoming Birthdays 
● Leela Wurst, Dec 01 
● Valerie Devaris, Dec 05 
● Andrew Stevens, Dec 07 
● Margie Hughes, Dec 08 
● Sharon Owen, Dec 09 
● Lynne Rittenberg, Dec 09 
● Sherrie Ugolini, Dec 09 
● Lynn Goddard, Dec 11 
● Chelsea Snodgrass, Dec 11 
● Kristen Marie Stevens, Dec 11 
● Natalie Somers, Dec 13 

         Upcoming Birthdays 
● Leona Bergsman, Dec 20 
● Mark Goodnow, Dec 20 
● Russ Parrish, Dec 20 
● Michelle Anderson, Dec 21 
● Brian Duckett, Dec 21 
● Audrey Howard, Dec 22 
● Rylan William Standiford, Dec 23 
● Ryleigh Lynn South, Dec 23 
● Gary Hataway, Dec 24 
● Chris Pulley, Dec 25 
● Lorraine Crouch, Dec 27 



____________________________________________________ 
 
Announcements: 
 
Be sure to enter your 2021 Estimate of Giving at eastportumc.org/give. This enables the church council to 
plan for the year ahead. 
 
Listen by phone! You can now listen to the church service by calling 1-410-233-3163 any time during 
the week. Simply dial the number and you’ll hear the same thing as those of us who join by YouTube. 
Please pass this along to those who may be interested. 
 
Morning Prayer is changing! We will no longer meet on the front lawn of the church, but gather in our 
cars in the parking lot at 10 am. You are welcome to stay in your car and listen by radio. If you prefer to 
brave the elements, please be sure to bring your own chair. We’ll tell you what station to tune-in to when 
you arrive. The next dates for morning prayer are: December 6, December 20. 
 
UMW is collecting $25 Safeway and Giant Gift Cards as Christmas gifts for the residents of Bowman 
Place. We are almost halfway to our goal of 60 gift cards. If you cannot afford $25 but would still like to 
participate, we will gratefully accept any amount. You can send a gift card or a check to Kathy Duckett at 6 
Bristol Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401 or contact her for pick up or more information at 410-268-6467. 
Checks should be made out to United Methodist Women of EUMC. 

The United Methodist Women will meet December 2 at 5:30 PM via Zoom. Here’s the 
link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83131574201?pwd=SXp1ZVljbUZ4MzZZMFNDMXpmekFpUT09 
 
Zoom Coffee Hour at 11am following this Sunday’s service, here’s the link for this time of fellowship:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87105655451?pwd=TEtRNWVrc1Qzek92d3VtdGRFbElxUT09 
 
Admin Council Meeting December 1, at 7 pm via Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87105655451?pwd=TEtRNWVrc1Qzek92d3VtdGRFbElxUT09 
 
 
 

● Joanne Christofel, Dec 15 
● Addie Parrish, Dec 15 
● Ernest Mutschler, Dec 18 
● Anita Andrews, Dec 19 
● Jonathan Wilcox, Dec 19 

 

 
        Upcoming Anniversaries 
● Bob & Carol Emory, Dec. 8 
● Bob & Donna McWilliams, Dec. 27 
● Bo & Joyce Chesney, Dec. 29 

https://www.eastportumc.org/give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83131574201?pwd=SXp1ZVljbUZ4MzZZMFNDMXpmekFpUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87105655451?pwd=TEtRNWVrc1Qzek92d3VtdGRFbElxUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87105655451?pwd=TEtRNWVrc1Qzek92d3VtdGRFbElxUT09

