
 

      The Eastport Spire 
    “Inspire Us to Great Things” 
                              September 2020 
 We share our experiences of God’s Kingdom with all, through our 

 faith, love, fellowship, and service.  It is our vision to have each 

person engaged in worship that enriches, ministries that empower, 

and missions that embrace and affirm all people. 

 
 

From the Pastor  
 

At the beginning of the pandemic I encouraged our 

congregation to take a moment and think about what 

gifts they have, natural and acquired, to nurture and 

share with our community. I am so very grateful that 

over the past several months we have benefited and 

our community at large has benefited from the 

abundance God has poured out on our congregation 

and community.  
 

There are some that we have listed before (like 

JoAnn Kulesza’s magnificent music leadership) but 

the list is endless and many go unnoticed or 

unrecognized. There are things that happen around 

the church property at 926 Bay Ridge Avenue. For 

instance, Sam Coates remains dedicated to keeping 

the EUMC lawn nice and neat. He does it as often as 

he can on top of his other jobs. Jason and Donna 

Armstrong have been applying their green thumbs to 

garden areas. Some of you have the gift of 

encouragement and share it with our staff, with 

myself, with others in the congregation. Susan 

Schneider has a gift of connecting with neighbors 

and bringing them into ministry with the church. 

Some of you have the gift of time and you're taking 

it upon yourselves to call others in the congregation 

to care for them and pray for them (if others of you 

need the directory let us know).  
 

Then I've heard stories of how some of you take your 

gifts outside the walls of the church serving our local 

schools as teachers and administrators and parents, 

with the Salvation Army, Meals on Wheels, veterans 

groups, recovery groups, women's organizations, 

human rights groups, the list goes on and I know I 

am missing much from this list. I would love to hear 

more about what you are up to and how you are "in 

service."  

 

 

 

While it seems like bad news is constant, that folks 

can't do anything but conspire and complain, that the 

world is upside down – so many of you prove 

otherwise. You keep the faith, you run the race set 

before you, you rejoice in hope, you are patient in 

suffering (sounds familiar, yes?), you show 

generosity to the church and to the world. 
 

Paul teaches us that when we put our gifts to service, 

when we offer our lives as "a living sacrifice," this is 

our true and proper worship! So while we've been 

"checking in" online, I hope you are checking in 

daily to worship with your whole life each day.  
 

~ Grace and peace,  Pastor Chris 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning Prayers 
September 6 @ 8:00 a.m. 

Outside Only 
 

You are invited to this brief time of prayer 

with your EUMC family in the cool of the 

morning.  We ask that you wear a mask, bring 

your own chair, and practice social distancing.  

Registering in advance would be appreciated; 

use the link below, or call the church and leave 

a message. 
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd

sPhRtoSlt-2lsPGjRCXHb7eoKg_lJ_KS-

PxPfrw9ypYmfqA/viewform 
 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsPhRtoSlt-2lsPGjRCXHb7eoKg_lJ_KS-PxPfrw9ypYmfqA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsPhRtoSlt-2lsPGjRCXHb7eoKg_lJ_KS-PxPfrw9ypYmfqA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsPhRtoSlt-2lsPGjRCXHb7eoKg_lJ_KS-PxPfrw9ypYmfqA/viewform


Online Worship 
 

Online worship continues to be a huge success. We 

know it is different and not our preference, but we 

are so glad we can still participate together and share 

in God’s word and find unique ways to fellowship! 

We are so grateful for those that have joined in 

leading our worship services. If you are interest in 

participating, let Pastor Chris or JoAnn know! Here 

are some photos of those who recently helped lead 

worship. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Mental Health Challenges in the 

Midst of a Pandemic  ~ Bill Schneider 

 

I came across an article recently entitled “Too Many 

Pastors are Falling on their Own Swords,” published 

in Baptist News Global (baptistnews.com).  I think 

every church member in the world should read it.  I’ll 

put the link at the end of the article.  But, I know not 

everyone will do that, so I’d like to summarize the 

article here in the Spire. 
 

The article is written by a senior pastor in Oklahoma. 

He was compelled to write about the mental health 

challenges church pastors are facing during this 

pandemic.  He was on a Zoom call with 10 other 

pastors, and by the end of the call four of the ten 

confessed to harboring suicidal thoughts. As I read 

this, I was really set back on my heels. I see our 

pastor weekly to record the Sunday service, and we 

have a nice friendship going as well, so I am not 

suggesting our pastor would fall in the 40% category, 

but I know he feels very unsettled in his ability to 

love and serve us - his church family - with nearly 

every tool in his toolbox shut down or at least 

diminished.  I am also friendly with a handful of 

fellow Wesley Seminary students/graduates/pastors 

who are also feeling incredibly impeded in 

responding to the Call.  I can tell you from being in 

study with pastor-types that what might look like a 

job to others is so much more to them.  Imagine if 

God made it clear you were to do something for God, 

and then the world proceeds to put up barriers to the 

very thing you’re called to do! 
 

The article highlights some of the real-world 

circumstances that are pushing pastors to their limits. 

Much of it has to do with church members who are 

also experiencing their own mental health challenges 

amidst pandemic conditions expressing their 

frustrations with how the pastor is managing 

mandatory restrictions, loss of offering revenue, staff 

layoffs, and figuring out new modes of gathering and 

worship. In particular, the article relates a story of a 

pastor who had a congregant kick down the door to 

his office and threaten a fist fight over his sermon on 

race. 
 

Lastly, the article shared that one pastor conducted a 

survey of the congregation (just as we did), and the 

church members were split 50/50 on whether to 

resume in-person gatherings, with people from both 

sides threatening to take their tithe and leave. What’s 

a pastor to do with that? 
 

Thankfully, the article concludes with a few 

recommendations for church congregants: 
 

● First, accept that your church is not THE 

Church, meaning churches are fallible 

organizations full of sinners who are seeking 

grace. 



 

 

 

● Second, accept that your pastor is a 

shepherd, not THE Shepherd, meaning our 

pastors are people facing the same challenges 

we are with isolation, school closures, 

financial concerns and fear of this virus. 
 

● Third, pray for your pastor, meaning it’s 

not always about you and your spiritual 

needs. Pastors do not have special 

communications access to God, and they 

need our intercessory prayers too. 
 

● Fourth, for the next six months, commit to 

staying and being the best church member 

you can be. Our schools, stores and 

restaurants are all adapting to the current 

conditions, and so are our churches. “Practice 

the Christian virtue of being long-suffering, 

and ride this storm out.” 

 

● Fifth, advocate for your pastor’s mental 

health. Church committees should use 

emergency funds to pay for their pastor’s 

therapist or counselor or spiritual mentor, as 

needed. Offer the pastor an extended vacation 

to repair the effects of all of this on their 

mental and spiritual health and the welfare of 

their families. 
 

There is no immediate indication that this virus is 

going away anytime soon.  Susan and I are doubling 

down on our commitment to our church family with 

our time, treasure and talent. I am convinced that we 

are already seeing God’s grace working in new ways, 

even as we struggle with the loss of our familiar 

church traditions. As this article points out, no one is 

feeling the loss more than our pastors, and we are 

their best support network! 
 

Here’s the link to the article: 

https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-

are-falling-on-their-own-

swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKt

GcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg

#.X0lOOS05TOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholars Fund 
 

Our 2020 EUMC Scholars Fund recipients are 

Colette Krebs and Nancy Swaray. Colette is entering 

her first year of a graduate program in mechanical 

engineering at East Carolina University. Nancy is in 

her second year at Anne Arundel Community 

College. Thank you so much for hard working 

students in our congregation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUMC Food Pantry 
 

Our Community Food Pantry continues to serve 

the needs of our community. We serve between 60 

and 80 families of all kinds of demographics. 

We’ve built a great collection of volunteers, people 

who worship with us and folks who don’t "do 

church" at all. It’s been absolutely amazing seeing 

how God uses us together. 
 

 

 

 

https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-are-falling-on-their-own-swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKtGcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg#.X0lOOS05TOR
https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-are-falling-on-their-own-swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKtGcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg#.X0lOOS05TOR
https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-are-falling-on-their-own-swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKtGcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg#.X0lOOS05TOR
https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-are-falling-on-their-own-swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKtGcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg#.X0lOOS05TOR
https://baptistnews.com/article/too-many-pastors-are-falling-on-their-own-swords/?fbclid=IwAR1aBbPYYGj4CMunqGovKtGcNpHTcnbh1aamQR6mxKvounaxNP4e60Z5ZZg#.X0lOOS05TOR


EUMC United Methodist Women 
 

The United Methodist Women will 

hold its next meeting online via 

Zoom on Wednesday, October 7, at 

5:30. We will have a business 

meeting followed by a program 

from the 2020-2021 UMW book entitled Knitted 

Together for God’s Good Work. All women of the 

church are invited to participate. I will send out a 

Zoom meeting invitation to all who attended 

meetings last year and would be happy to send one 

to anyone else who is interested – just let me know! 

If you have not yet participated in a Zoom meeting, 

you have a chance to practice with our church’s 

weekly virtual Sunday coffee hours. 
 

Our group is looking for a Treasurer. We ask that 

members prayerfully consider whether they would 

be willing to step up to take on this role. If interested, 

please contact Kathy Duckett for details. 
 

In addition to devotional programs and Christian 

fellowship, each year EUMC’s United Methodist 

Women select various missions to support. This 

support is funded by our membership dues and 

fundraisers. Over the past year, we donated a total of 

$2,300 to the following: 

 

       Mirah’s Closet, the Blue Ribbon Project’s local 

foster care closet dedicated to providing children and 

teens in foster care with essential items, such as 

clothing, toiletries, school supplies, and other needed 

items; 
 

       Ava Janeski, a local child (great niece and 

goddaughter of EUMC’s Harriet and Tom Newquist) 

who was diagnosed with a rare disease called acute 

flaccid myelitis and needed a handicap-accessible 

van to get to medical appointments;  
 

       Paso a Paso, a mission begun in 2007 by 

Stephanie Cady (niece of EUMC members Pud and 

Ernie Schultz) to provide education, training, and 

supplies to children in the extremely poor 

Guatemalan hillside community of Barrio la Cruz; 

and 
 

       Missions supported by the UMW of the 

Baltimore Washington Conference, including 

Stopping Human Trafficking and the Susannah 

Wesley House in Baltimore, which provides nine 

women and their children with group living in a 

home-like setting as well as schooling, job training, 

and counseling. 
 

~ Kathy Duckett 

 

 

 

Playground Clean-up 
 

We have a wonderful 

gift of a playground 

that is used not only 

by our church’s 

children, but also by 

the kids who attend 

Colonial Nursery 

School as well as a 

few kids from the 

neighborhood. It is a 

great gathering spot 

to connect with 

neighbors, and I 

(Pastor Chris) have 

appreciated that 

friendly open space. On the last Saturday of August 

our church members teamed up with Colonial 

Nursery School teachers and staff to spruce up the 

playground for the coming school year.  
 

Special thanks to Neil Bergsman, Mike Stevens, 

Mike Wurst, Andrew O'Brien and others from CNS 

for pulling weeds, hauling debris, and spreading a 

truckload of mulch! What a bright spot for our 

neighborhood. 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Trouble-Shooters 
 

We had a bit of trouble with our riding lawn mower 

in August and we are grateful that we had a number 

of eyes and hands on it. Bob McWilliams took a look 

at it and tried his hand. Then Guy Moyer and Justin 

Ford came after it the next day and were finally able 

to get it fixed and back in action. I reckon Bob 

loosened it up for them! Here are the guys 

appreciating the end of their hard work….  
 

 
 

 

 

Little Free Library 
 

If you’ve driven by the church lately, you may have 

noticed a new addition to our church property nestled 

in the shade between the parking lot and the 

playground; it is our Little Free Library!   
 

Created with the intention of providing reading 

materials to people of all ages in our Eastport 

neighborhood, our Little Free Library (LFL) has 

three compartments with picture and board books 

offered to toddlers and elementary school children on 

the lowest level, books for middle schoolers and 

young adults on the middle level and adult fiction, 

non-fiction, and cookbooks in the library’s top 

compartment.   
 

In case you are new to Little Free Libraries they are 

the world’s largest free book sharing non-profit.  You 

can take a book and/or leave a book without the need 

to register, apply or sign for anything.  The goal is to 

build community, spark creativity and inspire 

readers.  Books can be borrowed and returned or 

passed along to others.  You can find out more about 

Little Free Libraries on their website at 

www.littlefreelibrary.org.  Make sure you click on 

the map, and enter EUMC’s zip code of 21403 to see 

Eastport’s library at: 

https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/ 
 

Our library was conceived by the Community 

Outreach Committee and was built and installed by 

Bill Schneider.  It is currently filled with a wide 

range of donated and purchased books in both 

Spanish and English.  I have been actively 

monitoring, refilling and organizing the library.  As 

of this writing, 47 books have been taken from our 

LFL, mostly picture books for the youngest readers 

and books for adults.  Nearly all of the children’s 

Spanish, or bi-lingual books have been borrowed! 

Isn’t it wonderful that we are reaching a new 

community of friends and neighbors simply by 

providing them books in the heart language of the 

parent reading to the children?  Imagine the impact 

on both the child and the adult!  And the 

improvements to their reading literacy.  Inserted in 

each book is a EUMC bookmark with the message 

“You are loved” in both Spanish and English.  It does 

my heart good to drive up and see families at the 

Little Free Library borrowing or leaving books.  I 

think to myself, “Each of these people are receiving 

the message that they are welcomed and loved by our 

church and our community.”   
 

And you are loved too – so next time you have some 

“quarantime” and need something to read, stop by 

the church and choose a book from our Little Free 

Library! 
 

~ Love and Peace,  Jen Smith 
 

 

 

http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/


A Picture of Unity 
 

Driving by the church recently I saw the nicest thing. 

There were several members of one of our 12-step 

recovery groups sitting in the grass under the 

dogwood trees back by the parking lot.  Down the 

hill from the playground there was a man with his 

dog sitting on one of the new picnic tables, watching 

a lady and her child blowing bubbles and running and 

giggling in the grass.  Further towards Bay Ridge 

Avenue, there were four Hispanic young men sitting 

at a picnic table with their water bottles, enjoying the 

afternoon breeze in the shade of the big pine trees.  

 

Two weeks later as I drove by there was a group of 

young African American children painting the top of 

one of the picnic tables. Yellow caution tape was 

strung around them, across the lawn. Two days later 

I saw a Facebook post where someone asked a friend 

to meet at the "Unity table" at Eastport Church. 

 

It is absolutely heartwarming to see that our church, 

even when physically shut down, stands as a 

beautiful gathering place for our Eastport 

neighborhood. 
 

~ Jill Peddicord  

 

 
THE UNITY TABLE 

 

 

And the Greatest of All, Love 
 

The six picnic tables built for Eastport United 

Methodist by the local Building Trades summer 

interns are now out on the lawn ready for you to bring 

a picnic and enjoy!  It is rumored that Ms. Betty 

Tillack recently visited with her friend from St. 

Luke's and they enjoyed cheeseburgers in paradise!   
 

It really is paradise to know that we have supported 

a group of youths in learning a little bit more to be 

job ready, while filling their summer with learning  

 

 

carpentry skills.  AND it brings me joy to walk past 

the church each evening and see families sharing a 

meal, while their kids kick a ball or blow bubbles as 

they enjoy the open beauty of our wide lawn. 
 

Come enjoy our beautiful grounds, and see how the 

Art Interns have painted the table tops to depict 

"Faith" "Hope" "Mercy" "Unity" "Justice" "Peace" 

and the greatest of all, "Love." 
 

~ Susan Schneider 

 

 

 

 
THE LOVE TABLE 

 

 

 
 

We hope YOU will bring your lunch, 

bring a friend, and spend some time at 

our picnic tables.  September is a 

beautiful month to be outside. 
 

 

 

 

  



 

September Birthdays 
 

Sept 1 Andy Owen 

Sept 2 Michael Owen 

Sept 5 Bill Bowen 

Sept 8 Nyima Smith 

Sept 13 Vicki Clary 

Sept 15 Mike Stevens 

Sept 16 JoAnn Kulesza 

 David Peddicord 

Sept 18 Bo Chesney 

 Gage Savoy 

Sept 19 Betty Moreland 

Sept 21 Taylor Stevens 

Sept 23 Sherrie Little 

 Catherine Daywalt 

Sept 26 Sally Colburn 

 Allen Macey 

Sept 27 Barbara Schwarz 

 Cierra Ploof 

Sept 28 Bob McWilliams 
 

 

August Anniversaries 
 

Sept 6 Vern Renshaw & MaAn Barcelow 

Sept 17 Mike & Megan Wurst 

Sept 23 Earl & Harriet Macey 

Sept 25  Mark & Sharon Stevens 
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The Rev. Christopher Broadwell, Pastor 
            Church 410-263-5490 
 

        Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
  Sunday School & Nursery 10:15 a.m. 
Office Hours 9:30-3:30 Monday-Friday 
    Office Closed 12-1 p.m. for Lunch 
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