
 

      The Eastport Spire 
    “Inspire Us to Great Things” 
                                  October 2020 
 We share our experiences of God’s Kingdom with all, through our 

 faith, love, fellowship, and service.  It is our vision to have each 

person engaged in worship that enriches, ministries that empower, 

and missions that embrace and affirm all people. 

 
 

From the Pastor  
 

 
 

Whatever we call it- Online Communion, Virtual 

Lord's Supper, E-Eucharist, it is a certainly a 

different experience for us. I feel compelled to write 

a bit for our congregation about Holy Communion: 
 

The United Methodist Church has two sacraments: 

Baptism and Holy Communion.  The ordained clergy 

and local pastors have been set apart for the care of 

the sacraments.  The sacraments are a means of grace 

in the United Methodist Church and through the 

sacraments we experience the mysterious presence 

of the Holy Spirit. By the power of the Holy Spirit 

we are made one with Christ and brought into a 

saving relationship with Christ and with each other 

across time and space. 
 

Our sacramental theology says that the sacrament of 

Holy Communion should only take place when the 

gathered community is physically present with one 

another except in instances of “in extremis” which is 

a Latin term that means in extreme circumstances.  

For such a time as this, we will celebrate virtual Holy 

Communion under the church’s theological 

understanding of “in extremis” which means that, we 

will allow an irregular practice, like in other 

unprecedented times in the life of the church. 

 

 

As the pastor of Eastport United Methodist Church, 

I feel called to offer virtual communion to you, our 

congregation, as an extension of the historic UM 

practice of an open communion table and only in this 

particular circumstance where we cannot meet 

physically for communion.  Virtual communion will 

not become a common practice.  
 

It is important that you are not distracted at the 

time of the Great Thanksgiving trying to get the 

elements ready so prepare your communion 

elements before the services begin. 

1. You will need to gather: bread / crackers and 

grape juice. If you do not have bread or grape 

juice, use your best judgment on a 

replacement. (i.e. dinner rolls, slices of bread, 

chips, juice, water, wine). 

2. Place your communion elements on a table in 

the space where you are virtually 

worshipping.  I hope you have created an 

altar in your home that you use as a focal 

point during virtual worship.  Place the 

elements on your home altar. Use a special 

plate and cup for the elements. Model 

reverence of the elements. 

3. Actively participate in the communion 

liturgy.  

4. After communion consume the remaining 

elements or return them to the earth. 

5. If there are those that you are close to that do 

not have access to the service, please extend 

the table to them in a way that is safe. 

While Eucharist is the epitome of the means of grace, 

there are so many means of grace that we can 

participate in during this time: Works of piety- 

reading, meditating and studying the scriptures, 



prayer, fasting, worship, healthy living, and sharing 

our faith with others, bible study; works of mercy – 

doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in 

prison, feeding the hungry, and giving generously to 

the needs of others, seeking justice, ending 

oppression and discrimination, and addressing the 

needs of the poor. Personally, the hindrance of not 

having Holy Communion during this time has 

become sacramental and I have experienced God's 

grace in so many ways, I hope you have too.  
 

~ Grace and peace,  Pastor Chris 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Time Off 
 

Pastor Chris will be on vacation beginning October 

5 and become available on October 20. Please 

remember that you can contact our Lay Leader Mike 

Keller, our Administrative Council Chair Jill 

Peddicord, or Prayer Team Leader Sherrie Little. 

Should a pastoral care emergency arise during this 

time, they will contact the pastor "on call." The 

SPRC thanks you for your continued support of 

Pastor Chris and the ministries of our church.  

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

The United Methodist Women will 

meet online via Zoom on 

Wednesday, October 7, at 5:30. We 

will have a short business meeting 

followed by a program from the 

2020-2021 UMW book entitled 

Knitted Together for God’s Good 

Work. All women of the church are invited to 

participate. I will send out a Zoom meeting invitation 

to all who attended meetings last year and would be 

happy to send one to anyone else who is interested – 

just let me know!   
 

~ Kathy Duckett 

EUMC Mourns 
 

Richard “Dick” Strucko, 

age 87, a resident of Annapolis for the past 53 years, 

died Friday, September 25, 2020 surrounded with 

love. Richard was born December 31, 1932 in 

Plymouth, PA, the son of the late Mary and Walter 

Strucko. He graduated from Glen Burnie High 

School and served in the U.S. Army from 1953 to 

1955 in Hq Co, 123 Inf Regt, 44th Infantry Division, 

Fort Lewis, Washington. Working full-time at A&P 

Grocery and using the GI Bill, he worked his way 

through college graduating from the University of 

Maryland with a Bachelor's Degree in Mechanical 

Engineering in 1960. He worked for Westinghouse 

Electric Corporation for five years and 37 years for 

the Department of the Navy at the Naval Surface 

Warfare Center in Annapolis where he was a senior 

program manager. He earned a Master's Degree in 

1968. After retiring from government service, he 

worked for another four years as a contractor at the 

Patuxent River Naval Air Station. He married Jean 

Williams Hadaway in 1968 at the Eastport United 

Methodist Church. Richard later became a devoted 

member of the church and he and Jean played 

together in the Heavenly Bells Handbell Choir for 

many years. Richard was hard working, generous, 

caring and loyal. He loved spending time with his 

family, especially his grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. He was an avid golfer and a long-time 

member of the Naval Academy Golf Association 

where he once scored a hole-in-one. He bowled in 

the Officer's and Faculty Club men's bowling league. 

He also enjoyed classical/opera music, crossword 

puzzles, Sudoku, and reading. He enjoyed coaching 

his son's little league baseball, taking them bowling 

and ice skating, assisting with homework, and 

especially their activities with the YMCA Father and 

Son Indian Guides where they lived up to the motto 

of "Pals Forever.” After retirement, he and his wife 

Jean traveled extensively including trips to Alaska, 

Europe, Central America, Scandinavia, the 

Mediterranean and his ancestral family home of 

Poland.  
 

Visitation with the family will take place outdoors on 

the church lawn on Saturday, October 3 at 10 am. At 

11 am we will join in the sanctuary for a service 

thanking God for the life of our beloved. Following 

the service, there will be time to gather on the lawn.  

 

 



To the Church 
 

I know the pandemic has us pulled in so many 

different directions. Beyond remaining safe and 

healthy during this time, I hope we are able to make 

space in our lives for life-giving rhythms of rest, 

work, and praise. I pray you are able to make time in 

your life to spend time with scripture, to find ways to 

worship through meaningful service, to engage with 

God's world in a new way.  
 

I want you to know that if you have been missing out 

on Sunday morning services, you can always go back 

to our YouTube channel to view past 

services. Here’s the link: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBkFycMx-

5GOYgBp5pR88Vw 
 

~ Grace and Peace,  Pastor Chris 

 
 
 

Outdoor Prayers 
 

We’ve held a number of successful outdoor prayer 

gatherings this past month. We've enjoyed having 

JoAnn lead us with prayerful music, hearing words 

of scripture, praying together, and enjoying spirit-

filled fellowship.  We thank you for your 

participation and investment in your growth as 

disciples of Jesus.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

A Very Cheesy Thanks 
 

Thank you so much to 

our Director of Music, 

JoAnn Kulesza for 

going above and 

beyond during the past 

month to lead our 

congregation in worship. She selects hymns and 

songs that help us bring praise to God, she cares for 

people in our congregation in incredible ways, and 

she teaches us so much through the history of hymns 

and leads us in praise each week over zoom. Her 

ministry is a gift, not to mention her extensive 

knowledge of Methodist Cheese Balls.  

 

 

 
Jill and JoAnn wowed us with their creativity and  
reminded us of the sound of our Heavenly Bells! 

 
 
 

 
Thank you so much to all of you who join in (even 

irregularly) to our fellowship time over zoom. It is so nice to 
share prayer requests and life updates and laugh with fellow 

sisters and brothers in Christ. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBkFycMx-5GOYgBp5pR88Vw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBkFycMx-5GOYgBp5pR88Vw


Online Worship Leaders 
 

We had some very gracious people support our 

online worship services this past month. Thank you 

to Mike Mullins, Susan Schneider, Jill Peddicord, 

Barbara Krebs, and Cyndi Councell for helping us 

bring God praise. You each make our services a joy.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Did You Know? 
 

From time to time I am asked how I select what 

scripture passage I preach on and include in worship. 

For most of my preaching, I use what is called the 

Lectionary. It's a fancy word a three year cycle of 

ecumenically agreed-upon scripture selections. This 

is why your friends at the Episcopal or Lutheran or 

Methodist church across town might also have the 

same readings and themes in their services. From 

time to time, I'll diverge from the lectionary, but by 

and large, this cycle of readings that is paired with 

the liturgical year (when we celebrate Easter and 

Christmas) shape our worship life.  
 

Each Sunday the suggested readings consist of a 

Hebrew Scripture reading, a Psalm (or two!), a 

Gospel reading, and an Epistle. There are also 

suggested readings for each day! One of the reasons 

I love this resource is that often the readings are 

intentionally connected. Additionally, I think that the 

Holy Spirit leads us in these shared readings and it's 

much better course of study than whatever axe a 

pastor has to grind. Here is the link for the Revised 

Common Lectionary, I hope you'll explore it and 

maybe (in the words of Johnny Cash) "get a rhythm" 

of reading scripture throughout the week.  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ 
 

~ Pastor Chris 

 
Art at EUMC 
 

The Homework and Reading Program is partnering 

with Creating Communities, a local youth arts 

nonprofit. They will be offering socially distant arts 

programming outdoors at Eastport United Methodist 

Church. This organization is well known for their 

murals throughout the county- most notably in the 

Annapolis Town Center and Eastport Terrace. 

Throughout the pandemic they have supplied their 

students with art supplies and opportunities to create. 

We can certainly look forward to some wonderful 

artwork created in that time. 
 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/


Colonial Nursery School 
 

Our friends at a Colonial Nursery School are hosting 

a weekly outdoor gathering at the playground and on 

the lawn. They’ve got a great group of adults and 

children in the co-op this year and their leadership 

appreciates how we’ve helped maintain the 

playground as well as the addition of the picnic 

tables. 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Moves to Once a Month 
 

Bring your gifts and an hour of your time to the 

Community Food Pantry. ALL are welcome, 

including kids.  We will continue to host a Food 

Pantry in the parking lot on the third Saturday of each 

month at 11:00 am. We consistently host 75 families 

who walk up to our Food Pantry. Volunteers come 

from five churches, the neighboring apartments, and 

some folks searching for a workout not in a gym.☺  
 

Would you consider sorting donations and packing 

family boxes? This happens on a Tuesday from about 

11 am to 12. These dates will be Oct 13, Nov. 17 and 

Dec. 15.  If those dates collide with your work 

schedule, we welcome you to our Saturday morning 

food disbursements on Oct. 17, Nov. 21 and Dec. 19. 
 

We love our neighborhood families and enjoy getting 

to know them. We’ve celebrated birthdays, shared 

books from the Little Free Library, had kids play in 

the playground while the Mommas select their 

produce from Grow Annapolis, and even had some 

volunteers hand carry the foods back to their homes 

to make it a bit easier for those in need. Come join 

our fun! You’ll see a few EUMC familiar faces there 

- Anne, Kim, Bill and Susan, Jen, Mitch and Barb, 

Sam, and Steve, Liam, Chris and Dominic. 

 

 

 

 

Backpack Buddies 
 

Weekend Food Program Begins.  In September, 

Eastport United Methodist Church began partnering 

with ‘Services from the Heart’ (SFTH), a local 

Anne Arundel Co Charity and Partner of the AA 

County Food Bank’s Backpack Buddy program.   
 

EUMC offered SFTH a picnic table and two parking 

spaces where the SFTH volunteers can distribute 

backpacks of food to 33 Eastport Elementary school 

kids registered in the Free and Reduced Meal 

(FaRM) weekend food program.  These FaRM 

students live on Madison St., in Harbor House, and 

Eastport Terrace.  They walk over during Friday’s 

lunch/recess break.  If you’re ever helping Chris and 

JoAnn with recording a service on a Friday between 

11:30 am and12 noon on Oct. 2, Nov. 6 or Dec. 4, 

please welcome the SFTH volunteers Dave & Renee 

and say hi to Deborah, the Eastport Elementary 

school Counselor. 

 

 

Annapolis Backpack Collaborative 
 

The Annapolis Backpack Collaborative is on track to 

deliver 2,400 backpacks stuffed with supplies to 

older students at Annapolis High, Annapolis Middle, 

Bates Middle, Mary Moss, and Phoenix Academies. 

The ABC also delivered 2 TONS of bulk supplies to 

schools including binders, packages of ruled paper 

and graph paper, dividers, and earbuds. We could not 

have done this without your generosity.  



 

In August 2019, Eastport Methodist had an 

extremely successful First Backpack Festival serving 

400 families. But how much greater to work 

collaboratively alongside the Annapolis Fire and 

Police, the NAACP, the Boys and Girls Club, Moons 

Barbershop, Jaycees, Rotary, Seeds4Success and 

Charting Careers to serve these students? 
 

We are in the final push of fundraising  If you can 

sponsor our few remaining students, just $15 pays for 

a full backpack of supplies, and earbuds.  Send 

checks to Annapolis Police Foundation, 127 Smith 

Ave. Annapolis, MD 21401.  All donations are tax 

deductible. 

 
 

#JustOneSweater 
 

On October 1 the Outreach team will 

pivot and start to collect gently used, 

warm hoodies, sweaters and coats.  Do 

you remember our collecting coats last 

year?  Several of you participated, but 

Jack Little became the super star who bought out kids 

coats at Goodwill!  Well, we’re collecting again, but 

this time as a collaborative partner of 

#JustOneSweater. 
 

You’ve had the entire pandemic to clean out your 

closets, so now I’m giving you a place for your 

donations!  From Oct. 1 until Nov. 28, bring your 

clean, gently used, warm hoodies, sweaters, coats, 

hats and gloves to place inside the white cooler 

located just outside the church office door. Child 

sizes through adult men and women. Only outerwear 

clothing accepted. No shoes, or other clothes. If you 

have an exceptionally large donation, call or text me 

410-707-9515, and we will arrange for you to bring 

items to our distribution headquarters at the Pip 

Moyer Recreation Center. 
 

In November, the EUMC parking lot will be a 

distribution location for our local families to choose 

a warm outer layer when they come for our 

November Food Pantry.  Ready, set, clean those 

closets! 
 

~ Susan Schneider 

 

 

 

United Methodists United 
 

Mt. Zion and Fowler United Methodist Church held 

their first outdoor services on the parking lot and 

grassy areas at Eastport United Methodist Church. 

This was the first in-person gathering they've had 

since the beginning of the pandemic. They express 

their thanks and gratitude to Eastport United 

Methodist for being their partner in ministry.  
 

 

 

 

 

A Letter to EUMC 
(Shared with Permission) 
 

     I’ve always hated church. I grew up in it and 

stuck with it for a while into adulthood. I never felt 

truly welcome because I was different, and later I 

came out as gay and my family chose their church 

friends over me. Finally, the way my good church-

going parents and their friends behaved 

(backbiting, nitpicking, gossiping) turned me off for 

good. When the pandemic started I noticed your 

sign outside that read “You are Loved” and the 

colors on your church sign. Taking a risk, I went to 

the website. Since then I’ve been watching the 

services (with my spouse) and have appreciated 

[Pastor Chris’] sermons, the music, the casual and 

friendly nature of the service. I love seeing the way 

you connect to the community (tables, peaches, 

Facebook). Although I may not enter your doors 

due to general distrust of churches, I know that I am 

loved and welcome there. Knowing that I’m loved 

has freed me to love even more. Who knows, maybe 

one day we’ll meet. Thank you.  
 

 

 



 

Report of the Annual Meeting  
 

The theme was “We are One: Going Out in Mission” 

as more than 1,300 clergy and laity assembled on line 

for the 236th session of the Baltimore/Washington 

Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The 

September 12 session was held by remote technology 

via Zoom and GNTV Media Ministry.  The 

Conference had two focuses:  1) a presentation on 

and adoption of the 2021 Conference budget and 2) 

a major ministry focus on “the pandemic of racism.”   
 

The Budget.  Acknowledging the financial 

challenges that COVID-19 is presenting to churches, 

Conference members approved a $17.7 million 

budget for 2021.  The vote was 763-17.  Of that 

amount, $13 million will come from churches in 

Mission Shares (previously called 

“apportionments”). The Conference expects to 

receive 87.5 percent of the Mission Shares requested 

of the churches.  It was noted that many churches, 

like Eastport, have benefited from the receipt of 

funds from the federal Paycheck Protection 

Program.  Nonetheless, the Conference Council of 

Finance and Administration authorized several 

adjustments that reflect the fiscal fallout from the 

coronavirus, shaving $1.6 million or 11.7 percent 

from last year’s budget.  A salary freeze has been 

imposed for Conference-level staff.  Half of all 

Conference budget expenses will go to Ministry 

Teams.  The Conference Commission on Equitable 

Compensation recommended a 1.75 percent increase 

in the minimum salary for BWC clergy to 

$45,678.  Conference members voted 724-29 to 

approve the COLA. 
 

Ministry Focus.  Most of the attention focused on 

what Bishop LaTrelle Easterling termed “the other 

pandemic” – a pandemic of racism and white 

supremacy.  The BWC’s Committee on Religion and 

Race has begun compiling an archive of two-minute 

videos to foster understanding and conversation 

about racism.  To assist churches and individuals 

with this process, the BWC’s Discipleship Council 

has developed “A Commitment to Becoming an 

Anti-Racism Church.”  Said Rev. Jessica Hayden, 

Council chair:  “As Christ followers, we must choose 

to be anti-racist both individually and 

collectively.”  To date, more than 300 disciples and  

 

 

144 churches and church-related institutions within 

the Conference have indicated that they are on the 

pathway toward anti-racism.  In addition to signing 

onto a pledge to commit to anti-racism, church 

members can serve on the Racial Justice Team of the 

BWC’s Advocacy and Action Network. 
 

Conference members joined in a tribute to Tom 

Price, who died of cancer this year.  For more than 

two decades, Price led the BWC’s ROCK retreats 

that drew thousands of youth each year to a weekend 

in Ocean City.  There are plans to celebrate Price’s 

life and legacy when ROCK gathers again in person, 

which is scheduled for February 2022.   
 

The Annual Conference usually has a session for 

laity containing “inspirational messages.”  That 

program will be held virtually on Saturday, 

November 14.  Details are forthcoming.  Mark your 

calendars if you are interested. 
 

Please direct questions or comments about the 

Annual Meeting to Mike Keller at 

mjaykeller@outlook.com or 410-263-7409.  
 

~ Mike Keller  

 

 

 

 
 

Bring Your Own Bulbs 
 

You are invited to bring a bag of flower bulbs to the 

church to be planted before Winter settles in. Please 

bring them to the office by October 9. We will be 

planting them in the front corner of our lot. It will be 

a nice surprise next Spring. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mjaykeller@outlook.com


 

October Birthdays 
 

Oct 2 Clara Jean Wurst 

Oct 3 Brooke Hughes 

Oct 4 Brady Duckett 

Oct 7 Brian Cunningham II 

Oct 9 Barbara Krebs 

 Dylan Liedy 

Oct 10 Lorie Rawlings 

Oct 11 Thomas Newquist 

 Colby Wurst 

Oct 12 Neil Bergsman 

Oct 14 Norman Jones 

Oct 19 Eli Wurst 

Oct 20 Essie Broadwell 

Oct 21 Myrna Dobbs 

 Ann Rawls 

Oct 22 Dallas Jones 

 Dawn Moyer 

 Donna Nuckels 

Oct 24 Lisa Stevens 

 Nathan Owen 

Oct 25 James Keller Sr. 

Oct 27 Nancy Swaray 

Oct 28 Thomas Eicher 

Oct 28 Michael Valentine 

Oct 29 Elizabeth Ford 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Anniversaries 
 

Oct 11 Dawn & Mark Goodnow 

Oct 13 Amanda & David Owen 

Oct 14 Carol Ann & Albert Stevens 

Oct 16 Sally & Kevin Hight 

Oct 21 Catherine & Ryan Elliott 

Oct 22 Anne & Michael Owen 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER 

Morning prayers on the lawn at 10:00 am on 

Sunday, October the 4th and 18th.  Bring. your 

favorite morning beverage, a chair and a 

mask.  Registration is helpful. 
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Eastport United Methodist Church           OCTOBER 2020                                     410.263.5490 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 

 

1 

 

Virtual 
Hymn Sing 

7:00pm 
 
 

2 3 
 
Visitation and 
Funeral 10am 

and 11am 

 

4 

Online 
Worship 

 

OUTSIDE 

MORNING 

PRAYERS 

10 AM 

5 6 

History of 
Hymns 
Online 
7:30pm 

7 

 

. 

8 

 
Virtual 

Hymn Sing 
7:00pm 

9 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10 
 

 

11 

Online 
Worship 

 
 
 
 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 
 

History of 
Hymns 
Online 
7:30pm 

 

14 

 
 

 

15 

 

Virtual 
Hymn Sing 

7:00pm 

16 

 
. 

17 

 

FOOD 
PANTRY 
11:00 AM 

 
 
 

18 

Online 
Worship 

 

OUTSIDE 

MORNING 

PRAYERS 

10 AM 

19 
 

 

20 

Admin Council 
Virtual meeting 

7pm 
 

History of 
Hymns 

Online 7:30pm 

21 

 

22 

 

Virtual 
Hymn Sing 

7:00pm 

 

23 

 
 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 

Online 
Worship 

26 
 

 

 

27 

 
History of 

Hymns 
Online 
7:30pm 

28 

 

 

29 

 
Virtual 

Hymn Sing 
7:00pm 

 

30 31 
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The Rev. Christopher Broadwell, Pastor 
            Church 410-263-5490 
 

        Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 
  Sunday School & Nursery 10:15 a.m. 
Office Hours 9:30-3:30 Monday-Friday 
    Office Closed 12-1 p.m. for Lunch 
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